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Education is a critical foundation for success in life and our
research spans from early childhood, to primary and secondary
school, and vocational and higher education (including teacher
education).
We specialise in researching learning and teaching across
disciplines, with particular strength in language and literacy,
mathematics and numeracy, science, physical and health
education and Aboriginal education.

Our research in social inclusion, technology integration and
special education crosses sectors and disciplines.
We hope you enjoy reading about our research outcomes and
about our work in progress.
Professor Sue Bennett
Head of the School of Education
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A welcome from
Head of Research
—
This year has brought
opportunities for our staff
members to work in collegial
and creative ways. ”

Researchers in the School of Education at UOW are committed to
making a difference to learners and educators through research
with social impact. Together we develop strong and diverse
research partnerships with those in our university, our field in
Australia and internationally, and in the varied communities we
work with.

This year has brought opportunities for our staff members to
work in collegial and creative ways. We have worked together
to encourage and foster research activity, establish our first
school level research committee and be careful and caring in our
critique of educational research. This has enabled us to move
forward with our individual and collective research agendas as
we focus on issues that are most relevant to children, students,
educators, families, administrators and policy-makers – and,
hence, most likely to have a practical impact.
Associate Professor Lisa Kervin
Head of Research, School of Education
1

As educational researchers, we are inspired by the practical
challenges facing learners (from children to adults) and
educators (across the sectors). We work to identify the knowledge
gaps underlying these practical challenges and conduct rigorous
and systematic studies to inform professional practice and
advance disciplinary understanding in the field. Critical as well
are the opportunities to integrate our research into our teaching
as we prepare the future teaching workforce.
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1. EXCELLENT RESEARCH
CONDUCTED IN PARTNERSHIPS
WITH EDUCATORS
We have established a strong synergy
between excellent research and practice.
Partnerships initiated by educators
inform our key areas of investigation,
ensuring that we are focusing on issues
that are most relevant to educators,
families, administrators and policymakers and therefore most likely to have
a practical impact. All of these practical
problems are underpinned by key
intellectual problems of the field, which
our work helps to advance. This approach
has inspired our research which includes,
for example, the teaching of writing in
schools, supporting those with lived
experience of mental health issues, how to
best use technology in education, effective
initial teacher education, and supporting
early self-regulation development in
children.
2. SHAPING PROFESSIONAL
PRACTICE BY INTEGRATING
RESEARCH

Our researchers choose to be actively
engaged with Australia’s peak
professional associations, including
the Australian Literacy Educators’
Association (ALEA), the Australian
Science Teachers’ Association (ASTA),
the Australian Council for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation
(ACHPER), Higher Education Research
and Development Society of Australasia
(HERDSA), Australasian Computers
in Learning In Tertiary Education
(ASCILITE) and Early Childhood
Australia (ECA). These bodies enable
researchers to tap into multiple national
perspectives and develop and consolidate
partnerships with policy-makers,
teachers and other researchers.
4. ENGAGEMENT WITH
GOVERNMENT POLICY-MAKING
AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE
As educational researchers, we have
established a strong synergy between
high quality research and practice.
Our partnerships with early childhood
centres, schools and universities inform
our key areas of investigation, ensuring
that we are focusing on issues that are
most relevant to educators, families,
administrators and policy-makers. One
example is the key research contributions
from language and literature which
led to involvement in, and subsequent
impact on, the first major national
English curriculum reform in Australia
(The Australian Curriculum - English
F-10), and international consultations on
syllabus design and implementation to
educational authorities in Singapore, New
Zealand and the European Union.

5. INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH
We are acknowledged internationally
for our expertise. This reputation
has been built through a deliberate
strategy of pursuing international
trends in educational research and
engaging strategic international
collaborations. Our collaborations and
presentations have led to visits to –
Finland, Denmark, UK and the US with
academic presentations at American
Educational Research Australia (AERA),
Literacy Researchers Association (LRA),
European Association for Research on
Learning and Instruction (EARLI) and
EDUsummIT ’17 (to name a few). We
currently host three leading international
visiting professors who are working
directly with our staff and partners –
Rebecca Eynon (Oxford University, UK),
Fred Paas (Erasmus University, The
Netherlands) and Iram Siraj (University
of London, UK). This year we have
also hosted international conferences,
including Transforming Contexts, 44th
International Systemic Functional
Linguistics Congress (July 10-14 2017)
and The 10th International Cognitive
Load Theory Conference (November 2022 2017).

Like all universities we seek to integrate our
research into our teaching, and for us this means
preparing the future education workforce. ”
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Like all universities we seek to integrate
our research into our teaching, and for us
this means preparing the future education
workforce. Our graduate teachers have
a strong foundation in understanding
learning and effective teaching practice,
incorporating the latest research. Our
research-based postgraduate programs
support current educators across
sectors to extend, refocus and update
their knowledge through further study.
Our special professional development
program for in-service teachers extends
our influence, particularly through our
established local network of schools, but
also through national reach.

3. SERVICE TO PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS
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We are committed to research that makes a
positive difference through five complementary strategies.

University of Wollongong

University of Wollongong

Our Research Strategies
—

2.
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School of Education academics are actively involved in Early
Start which is an initiative at UOW that brings together early
childhood researchers and educators with families and the
community. It has the guiding aim of supporting all children
to have a happy and healthy childhood, and become engaged
citizens, especially those growing up in regional and remote
Australia or living in vulnerable circumstances.

To illustrate the kind of research the School of Education
undertakes, we have selected five areas of research focus which
draw together multiple researchers and projects. Here is a sample
of the research our academics have undertaken in 2016 and 2017:

1.

Language and Literacy

The Language and Literacy team has complementary expertise
in literacy, reading, writing, linguistics and Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL). Team members
have established expertise and recognition in their specialised
areas while at the same time pursuing research that requires
complementary expertise.
The Transforming Literacy Outcomes project led by Pauline
Jones and including School of Education researchers Bev
Derewianka, Jan Turbill, Lisa Kervin, Honglin Chen, Jessica
Mantei, Erika Matruglio, Barbra McKenzie and Peter Freebody
(Professorial Fellow) is in its third year of a large longitudinal
investigation of the language and literacy experiences of children
from different transition points in schooling. In 2017, Honglin
Chen presented an international Keynote address from this
project drawing on NAPLAN persuasive writing scripts.
Lisa Kervin with colleagues (Annette Woods, QUT; Barbara
Comber, University of South Australia) has continued work on
an ARC Discovery Project -- Learning to write: A socio-material
analysis of text production. Associate Professor Kervin has led
the NSW site, compiling case studies of children (K-3), teachers
and classroom pedagogies. A paper from this project was
selected for the International Literacy Researchers’ Association
Year Book edition: Kervin, L., Comber, B., & Woods, A. (2017).
Toward a Sociomaterial Understanding of Writing Experiences
Incorporating Digital Technology in an Early Childhood
Classroom. Literacy Research: Theory, Method, and Practice.

Irina Verenikina leads an ARC Discovery Project,
Conceptualising digital play: The role of tablet technologies in
the development of imaginative play of young children. Other
researchers include Lisa Kervin, Clara Rivera and Collette
Murphy (Trinity, Dublin). In 2017 ‘Tiny Town’ was released – an
app created by children for children which received widespread
media attention.
Steven Howard seeks to understand the development of
foundational, domain-general abilities (e.g., self-regulation,
executive functions) in the Early Years, including implications
of, and effective means to support, this development. Supported
by his ARC Discovery Early Career Researcher Award (DECRA)
funding, he is working to develop, deliver and evaluate a lowcost approach to supporting early self-regulation development
that is: (a) developed in consultation with educators to ensure
it is compatible with early years contexts from the outset; (b) is
accessible, acceptable and usable by those who spend the most
time working with young children; and (c) is based on a theory
of self-regulation change, and thereby supports all aspects
involved in successful self-regulation. Howard, S. J., Powell, T.,
Vasseleu, E., Johnstone, S., & Melhuish, E. C. (2017). Enhancing
Preschoolers’ Executive Functions through Embedding Cognitive
Activities in Shared Book Reading. Educational Psychology Review,
29(1), 153-174.

Creating and democratising tools to assess, formatively and
summatively, young children’s developmental progress is
another research focus in Early Years. This continues the
development of the Early Years Toolbox, now including an early
observational measure of self-regulation and a measure of
early numeracy. The self-regulation intervention is currently
in development, to be implemented and evaluated in 2018. The
new toolbox measures have been created and initial validation is
complete. Researchers are now undertaking a broader validation
to ensure their appropriateness and optimisation. Howard, S.
J., & Melhuish, E. C. (2017), An Early Years Toolbox (EYT) for
assessing early executive function, language, self-regulation,
and social development: Validity, reliability, and preliminary
norms. Journal of Psychoeducational Assessment, 35(3), 255-275.·
Howard, S. J., Woodcock, S., Ehrich, J., & Bokosmaty, S. (2017).
What are Standardised Literacy and Numeracy Tests Testing?
Evidence of the Domain-General Contributions to Students’
Standardised Educational Test Performance. British Journal of
Educational Psychology, 87(1), 108-122.
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Jessica Mantei won a 2017 Faculty of Social Sciences Seed
Grant to examine Using reflection to examine pedagogies in
schools identified as making substantial literacy gains in Years
3-5 in the 2016 NAPLAN. The project aims to understand the
teacher pedagogies that led to student gains. The project also
uses a reflective practice framework to celebrate these gains by
supporting teachers to disseminate their expertise in teacher
practitioner journals.

Honglin Chen has been working in the final year of an ARC
Linkage Project (Cruickshank, Wright, Tsung, Morgan, Chen,
2012-16). This project makes substantial contributions to
effective provision of languages teaching through its mapping of
provisions of languages programs and resources and learners’
uptakes of languages. Chen, H., & Nordstrom, J. (forthcoming).
Teaching young second language learners in LOTE L2 contexts.
In Oliver, R. & Nguyen, B (ed), Teaching young second language
learners: Practice in different classroom context. Routledge.

Cathrine Neilsen-Hewett with colleagues at Macquarie
University are focused on how Indigenous families in remote
NSW can have increased participation in early childhood,
education and health services. Collaborative community-based
partnerships have been established through engagement with an
innovative mathematics and science program.
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This year has seen continued and sustained research in the Early
Years in areas including the development of self-regulation and
executive functions, assessment tools and digital play.

University of Wollongong

University of Wollongong

Wide-Ranging
Research Areas
—

The Early Years

4.	Physical and Health
Education
The Pedagogical Laboratory for Physical Education and
Sport (PL-PES) has focused on two specific research areas in
2016/2017.

University of Wollongong
School of Education Research Report 2016/17

Creating inclusive schools for students with autism and other
specified needs is a key research focus in the School of Education.
Amanda Webster is a researcher working in a large team that
is part of the CRC for Autism. This team has conducted a
comprehensive nationwide survey to gather information on the
needs of students on the autism spectrum from the viewpoints of
parents, teachers, specialists and the students themselves. The
team has completed a preliminary report of its findings and is
currently working on a more detailed analysis and publication of
different aspects of school experiences and needs as identified by
the various stakeholders.
Rose Dixon works on a cross-disciplinary Global Challenges
Project – Sensory Made Inclusive Leisure Program (SMILE) –
focused on investigating the development and impact of the first
community based Multi Sensory Environment in the Illawarra.
The project involved three UOW faculties and industry partner
Careways Illawarra.

Education 2005, schools must make reasonable adjustments
to curriculum, assessment and certification appropriate to the
needs of each student. Looking at students in Years 7, 9 and 11 in
English, Mathematics and a subject with a practical component,
the research will inform protocols for effective and optimal
school-based assessment adjustments.
Dr Webster and Dr Dixon have embarked on participatory
action research to examine the development of an alternative
bridging model to facilitate the inclusion and achievement of
high school students on the autism spectrum. This project is
aiming to develop, describe and evaluate an alternative model
of support that will help students on the autism spectrum to
navigate the complexities of mainstream school environments
and curriculum and to help teachers across the school to develop
pedagogies and practices that will support these students in the
mainstream classroom.

Since its inception in 2012, the Recovery Camp team has engaged
more than 250 participants (135 students and 142 consumers)
with a lived experience of mental illness, focusing on promotion
of mental health by facilitating the creation of a life of meaning.
Due to demand, camps are now held several times a year. The
project team now also includes two PhD students and three
Honours students.
The initiative is also an integral component of UOW health
professional education with Nursing, Psychology, Exercise
Physiology and Dietetics students also gaining clinical and
communication skills through attending Recovery Camp.
Recovery Camp has received four national and local awards,
two Vice-Chancellor’s awards, and been featured in the media.
Eleven peer reviewed papers and nine conference presentations
have come from the project.
Secondly, Greg Forrest has continued to develop research
connections and explore content knowledge development in the
broadening range of spaces where physical education occurs.
This include specific work in traditional areas such as primary
schools and secondary schools, especially Towradgi Public
School. The research has expanded into coach education in

local football, cricket and AFL clubs and with state coaching
organisations such as Football NSW.
During 2017, the PL-PES also continued to develop potential
for international collaborations, hosting interns from France’s
École Normale Supérieure of Rennes and physical education
educators from Thailand’s Srinkhrainwirot University,
Pransarnmit Demonstration School (Secondary).
Gabrielle O’Flynn’s research adopts a socio-critical perspective
to examine how meanings of health, and health education, are
lived, imagined, governed and negotiated. Wright, J., O’Flynn,
G., & Welch, R. (accepted for publication): In search of the
socially critical in health education: exploring the views of health
and physical education preservice teachers in Australia. Health
Education.
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3.	Autism and Inclusive
Education

University of Wollongong

Firstly, from a broader, general education perspective, Dana
Perlman has been actively involved in leading the educational
aspects of The Recovery Camp, an experiential, immersive
therapeutic program for people with a lived experience of mental
illness that is part of UOW’s Global Challenges program. Dr
Perlman’s work involved developing the educational aspects of
The Recovery Camp from both a client and clinical placement
perspective.

Dr Webster, with colleagues at the Australian Catholic University
and Queensland University of Technology, are currently
working on an ARC Discovery Project aimed to provide empirical
evidence on adjustments in classroom assessment of secondary
school students with disabilities. In response to the Disabilities
Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disabilities Standards for
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Over the past year, Amanda Webster has worked with a team
from Macquarie University and the NSW Department of
Education on an ARC Linkage Project grant. The focus of this
research is to examine the ways in which schools undergo
decision-making processes and the factors they consider in
determining the appropriate supports for individuals with
disabilities. This research will be the first to examine the ways
in which schools make decisions about the adjustments provided
for students with disability. A pilot professional learning package
to support schools to make better decisions will be developed and
evaluated.

5.

Higher Education
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•	Conducted collaborative research with an international
expert in the area of teacher design practices -Hernández-Leo D., Agostinho S., Beardsley M., Bennett
S., Lockyer L. (2017). Helping teachers to think about
their design problem: a pilot study to stimulate design
thinking. Paper presented at the 9th annual International
Conference on Education and New Learning Technologies
EDULEARN17; 2017 July 3-5; Barcelona, Spain, pp. 56815690.
•	Publishing findings from our existing data set about
university teacher design practices. The following
paper has been submitted for consideration in a special
issue about Learning Design: Agostinho, S., Lockyer,
L., & Bennett, S. (in press)Identifying the characteristics
of support Australian university teachers use in their
design work: Implications for the learning design field.
Australasian Journal of Educational Technology.
Associate Professor Lisa Kervin and Dr Jessica Mantei are
part of a team led by Professor Fran Waugh and Professor
Robyn Ewing (University of Sydney) who have secured
funding from the Office of Learning and Teaching to
examine:“The contribution of becoming reflective on the
employability of teachers and social workers: Integrating
learning across the pre-service, inservice curricula and
workplace”. Associate Professor Kervin and Dr Mantei
have facilitated professional learning modules with School
of Education students during 2017 to develop a teacher
education case for the project.

Dr Tindall-Ford currently leads the NSW Department of
Education-UOW School of Education Hub School Project, which
supports pre-service teachers’ immersion into the teaching
profession through mentoring and aligning university theory
with school experiences. She is interested in how universities
and schools can form partnerships to progress education
research to inform innovations in teacher education, school
professional learning and education policy.
Disengagement from mathematics in secondary schooling and
the prevalence of mathematics anxiety are well documented.
The School of Education at UOW has led an Office of Learning
and Teaching (OLT) project Inspiring Mathematics and Science
in Teacher Education (IMSITE) 2013-2017. The School of
Education’s Dr Tricia Forrester has worked with Associate
Professor Caz Sandison (Mathematics) designing and using
cross-disciplinary approaches to improving mathematics and
science teacher education. The most exciting research focus
that has emerged from this project involves the installation
of whiteboard rooms and the introduction of ‘whiteboarding’
into a variety of educational settings. Whiteboarding, using
an erasable surface on which to work and share ideas, has been
used in first year calculus subjects at UOW since 1992. While the
practice had never been researched, its effectiveness has seen it
used continuously since its introduction.
As part of the IMSITE project, Associate Professor Sandison,
Dr Forrester and Sue Denny (Research Assistant) have taken
this practice into local secondary schools, starting with one
secondary school classroom in 2015 and growing to more
than 40 secondary school classrooms within the Illawarra
and beyond now using whiteboarding as part of their regular
mathematics lessons.
Learning in higher education has become more complex
since much of the founding research 40 years ago, with
online technologies increasingly used to engage a diverse
university student population in student-centred learning.

The ARC Discovery project, ‘University learning in the digital
age: Investigating how students learn online’, is updating our
understanding of student learning to this contemporary
university context. Led by Professor Sue Bennett, the research
focuses specifically on how students interpret online tasks set by
their teachers, how they complete those tasks by tracking their
activities in real-time, and what outcomes they achieve. The
findings advance fundamental understanding of these interrelated processes, and provide the stimulus to change thinking
about educational design, teaching practices, and support for
students.
The School of Education leads another ARC Discovery Project
(2016-2018) which is an interdisciplinary study investigating
blended media as a way for tertiary science students to learn
science. The research group includes Associate Professor
Pauline Jones, Dr Helen Georgiou, doctoral student Annette
Turney and support from senior semioticians Associate
Professor Mary Macken-Horarik (ACU) and Professor Kay
O’Halloran (Curtin University). In the past year, the team has
collected more than 60 examples of blended media from a range
of science learning contexts and has worked to develop analytic
frameworks. They have begun Phase 2 activities where case
study work follows small groups of students as they create the
blended media. Data include video records, hard copy artefacts
for planning or modelling, collections of images or videos
gathered as media forms for use in the blended media and the
blended media alongside interviews prior to and following
construction. Nielsen, W., Hoban, G., and Hyland, C. (2017).
Pharmacology students’ perceptions of creating multimodal digital
explanations. Chemistry Education Research and Practice, 18,
329-339.
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The ARC Discovery Project entitled Capitals and Capabilities:
Rethinking HE persistence (2017-2019) is exploring university
student persistence behaviours across seven university sites
in Australia and two locations internationally. The project
is drawing on Amartya Sen’s Capabilities Approach and is
focussing on first-in-family university students who succeed
in order to understand the capitals and capabilities that
encourage persistence at university. The study is being led
by Associate Professor Sarah O’Shea and project managed by
Dr Janine Delahunty. Other collaborators include Dr Moira
Maguire from Dundalk Institute of Technology, Ireland
and Professor Jacqueline Stevenson at Sheffield Hallam
University in the UK. Expected outcomes from the project
include new knowledge on university persistence behaviours
and insights into approaches to retention for first-in-family
students. O’Shea, S., May, J., Stone, C., & Delahunty, J. (2017).
First-in-Family Students, University Experience and Family
Life: Motivations, Transitions and Participation. London:
Palgrave Macmillan.

Currently Australian teacher education programs are under
increasing pressure to identify and assess pre-service teachers
non-academic capabilities. Sharon Tindall-Ford’s research
examines the nature and impact of state and federal policy
initiatives in teacher education as she focuses specifically on
non-academic attributes required for the teaching profession
and how they may be developed within teacher education
programs.
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A key research focus is how teachers design learning
experiences for their students. This has been a long-term
collaborative research focus with Associate Professor Shirley
Agostinho, Professor Sue Bennett and Professor Lori Lockyer
(UTS). A summary of the key activities conducted over the
past 12 months based on this research agenda is:

Another ARC Discovery Project ‘Understanding how university
students mentor Indigenous school students’ (2014-2017) with
Professor Valerie Harwood, Professor Paul Chandler and
Associate Professor Sarah O’Shea builds upon an ongoing
partnership with the Australian Indigenous Mentoring
Experience (AIME) and deeply explores mentoring of
Indigenous young people and the design of ‘remote’ university
student mentoring using communication technology. Research
was conducted in several Australian states (NSW, Victoria, ACT,
Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia) accessing
more than 165 university students who have mentored in the
AIME mentoring program. An additional 244 post program
surveys were completed by mentors. For the Indigenous young
people (the mentees), 143 mentees were interviewed across six
Australian states and 618 surveys of mentees were completed.

University of Wollongong

University of Wollongong

A large number of research projects in the School of
Education have focused on higher education with varied
focuses including first-in-family, teacher design thinking,
teacher education pedagogy (in areas such as science
education and mathematics education).

DOMESTIC PHD GRADUATE

THESIS TITLE: DEVELOPMENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND
EVALUATION OF AN ALCOHOL MEDIA LITERACY PROGRAM FOR
AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN.
PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR LISA KERVIN
AND CO SUPERVISORS: PROFESSOR SANDRA JONES AND DR
STEVEN HOWARD

Dr Chloe Gordon has developed an alcohol media literacy
program which seeks to empower children with skills to critique
and evaluate the abundance of media messages promoting alcohol
intake.
Australian children are exposed, and receptive, to an abundance
of multimedia advertising for alcohol including during sports
games and on YouTube.

MICHAEL BURRI
INTERNATIONAL PHD
GRADUATE

THESIS TITLE: “IT’S BEEN A REAL EYE OPENER”: LEARNING TO
TEACH ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION FROM A TEACHER COGNITION
PERSPECTIVE.
PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: DR AMANDA BAKER AND CO
SUPERVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR HONGLIN CHEN

Learning to teach English pronunciation is a complex process.
A substantial number of studies have been carried out in second
language teacher education contexts yet little research exists on
the preparation of pronunciation teachers.

Numerous longitudinal studies have shown that children’s
attitudes towards drinking, intentions to drink and drinking
behaviours are affected by alcohol advertising.
Dr Gordon set to addressing the issue through the development of
an alcohol media literacy program which has been tailored to an
Australian context and incorporates a broad range of multimodal
advertisements.
The mixed-method evaluation found that the program had
a positive impact on beliefs and attitudes that are known
predictors/precursors of drinking behaviours.
The program’s strengths were its connection to students’ life
worlds; inclusion of real-world skills; strong connections to the
school curriculum; and use of developmentally appropriate,
hands-on, and interactive activities.
Dr Gordon said this research could be extended by exploring
ways of improving the uptake and sustainability of alcohol
media literacy programs in schools through developing an online
version of the program and examining how consistently the
program is taught by teachers.

Questionnaires, focus groups, classroom observations,
interviews, an assessment task and the researcher’s journal were
triangulated as data sources to gain insights into student teachers
learning to teach English pronunciation.
The findings demonstrated that student teachers’ knowledge
and beliefs developed considerably during the subject. At the
same time findings revealed group work, participants’ own
pronunciation/language awareness, and the complexity of
phonology exerted a powerful influence on participants’ learning
to teach pronunciation.
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Our higher degree research students undertake investigations
at the cutting edge of educational research. They pursue issues
they are passionate about, advance our understanding of
key educational challenges, and produce findings that guide
future research and help to change practice. We are proud to
highlight a few of our graduates and their work.

CHLOE GORDON

University of Wollongong

University of Wollongong

Research Student
Completions
—

Dr Burri’s research showed that learning to teach English
pronunciation was indeed a complex process and it may take
time beyond a pronunciation subject for instructors to acquire
the pedagogical competence necessary to teach pronunciation
effectively in their classrooms.
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The aim of Michael Burri’s doctoral thesis was to contribute
to the understanding of what constitutes effective teacher
preparation in a postgraduate subject on pronunciation pedagogy.

KYLIE LIPSCOMBE
DOMESTIC PHD GRADUATE

Findings from research undertaken by Kylie Lipscombe could
lead to new primary school classroom practices as teachers
consider what ‘counts’ as text and writing pedagogy.
Recent technologies enable children to access new forms of
content and provide new opportunities to construct new forms of
text. However, despite this there have been few studies conducted
that explore the literacy practices children require to construct
digital texts, and fewer that have focused on the construction
of digital literary texts, which is a significant expectation in
Australian Curriculum English policy documents.

PETER ANDERSEN
DOMESTIC PHD GRADUATE

THESIS TITLE: CHILDREN AS INTERGENERATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AGENTS: USING A NEGOTIATED
PROTOCOL TO FOSTER ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE
BEHAVIOUR IN THE FAMILY HOME.
PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR WENDY
NIELSEN.

Despite calls for educators to empower students to lead
environmental initiatives in their schools and communities,
adults continue to monopolise decision-making around the
design of school-based environmental education programs
(EEPs).

Dr Peter Andersen has undertaken a qualitative case study
to address these gaps by providing Year 9 students with
environmental leadership roles in a school-based EEP. He then
studied what took place when the students co-designed and
introduced a negotiated Protocol* into their family homes, in
order influence their family members to live more sustainably.
[*The Protocol was a contract containing environmental goals
that the family members agreed to pursue over a three-month
period.]
Analysis of the findings, using a critical theory lens, revealed
that the Protocol empowered all of the students to attempt to
lead environmental change in their family homes. However,
hegemonic familial and societal forces heavily influenced the
students’ efficacy.
Dr Andersen said further research was needed that deepens
environmental educators’ understanding of these forces so that
future school-based EEPs can more effectively support students
to become environmental leaders.

13
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Furthermore, little research has been done on the potency of
school-based EEPs that are specifically designed to support
students’ influence on others, including adults, to live in a more
environmentally responsible manner.

As such, Dr Lipscombe’s research has pinpointed that classroom
pedagogical experiences require: (a) explicit focus on areas
of the unique and new designs of digital texts; (b) time for
exploration and play of multiple examples of digital text; and
(c) an understanding of how digital resources work together to
create meaning.

School of Education Research Report 2016/17
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PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR LISA KERVIN
AND CO SUPERVISOR: DR JESSICA MANTEI

Her findings indicate that constructing digital literary text
is a complex and dynamic process. Children are required to
draw on new digital writing practices and resources that have
not previously been taught in writing curricula. These writing
practices and resources are continually expanding as new
technologies useful for digital literary text construction emerge.

University of Wollongong

University of Wollongong

THESIS TITLE: CONSTRUCTING DIGITAL LITERARY TEXTS: A CASE
STUDY OF SIX YEAR 5 CHILDREN.

Dr Lipsombe’s qualitative case study explored the relationship
between text construction, digital writing practices and literary
texts of a group of Year 5 children.

University of Wollongong

Seven pairs of mentors and mentees participated in the study.

INTERNATIONAL PHD
GRADUATE

The findings revealed that for both groups, mentors and mentees,
the mentoring experience was mixed. However, the groups
reported that generally they had gained professional expertise
and personal confidence from the experience.

THESIS TITLE: MENTORING NOVICE SECONDARY TEACHERS AS
AN ALTERNATIVE TRAINING PROGRAM: A CASE STUDY OF A
SECONDARY SCHOOL IN INDONESIA.
PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: DR NOELENE WEATHERBY-FELL AND CO
SUPERVISOR: ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR NAROTTAM BHINDI AND
DR MEETA CHATTERJEE PADMANABHAN

A PhD study has reinforced the importance of mentoring as a
form of significant professional support for novice teachers’
teaching expertise.
Dr Siti Nurul Hidayah’s thesis explored the effectiveness of a
school-based mentoring program for novice teachers in ‘Permata
Hati’ secondary school in Indonesia.

Data clearly revealed that Javanese cultural values worked
in contradictory ways. On one hand, Javanese values assisted
the teachers to cope with mentoring issues and challenges.
On the other hand, the values impeded their positive learning
interactions, communication and supportive mentoring
relationships.

LYN CRONIN
DOMESTIC PHD GRADUATE

THESIS TITLE: INVESTIGATING CHILDREN’S PERSPECTIVES
OF LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES AS THEY TRANSITION FROM A
PRIOR-TO-SCHOOL SETTING TO THEIR FIRST YEAR OF FORMAL
SCHOOLING.

Children’s perspectives should be represented in the research
literature when it comes to transition to school, according to a
doctoral thesis study.
Dr Lyn Cronin’s case study research created an opportunity
for seven children transitioning between their prior-to-school
setting and their first year in primary school to identify literacy
events and practices within the two settings and communicate
their perspectives through digital storytelling.

She said that engaging with the creation of stories provided an
avenue for them to identify and document the literacy events
they felt were important in their learning contexts.
The findings revealed that as children engaged in different
literacy practices across settings, continuity of learning was
affected for the children at the time of transition into their first
year of formal schooling.
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The qualitative case study research design was employed to
identify the impact of the mentoring program’s effectiveness
and investigate the complexities in terms of its implementation
in relation to the pedagogy, institution and culture of the school
community.
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For some of the children the skills and preferences they brought
with them from their prior-to-school setting were valuable as
they engaged with new learning. Dr Cronin said others did not
find it as easy to make connections between the expertise in
literacy they brought with them and their new learning contexts.
Findings also revealed that children’s perspectives have the
potential to play an important role in informing the development
of literacy events and practices that are meaningful and relevant
to young learners in both the educational setting of prior-toschool and the first year of formal schooling.
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A variety of barriers appeared to inhibit the success of the
program such as the mentors’ and/or mentees’ poor professional
and interpersonal skills, lack of personal commitment,
inadequate mentoring support and resources, and time
constraints.
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SITI NURUL HIDAYAH

VALENTINE HAZELMAN
INTERNATIONAL PHD
GRADUATE
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Dr Valentine Hazelman’s doctoral thesis focused on ‘diffusion’
– referring in this educational context to how an idea perceived
as new by an individual, organisation or adopting unit is
communicated through certain channels among members of a
social system over a period of time.
In this instance, how does diffusion of an innovation (learning
management system) for distance and flexible learning (DFL)
occur in a regional university – the University of the South
Pacific, governed by 12 member countries?

His study showed that innovation for DFL, in the University of
the South Pacific, was dynamic -- both deliberate and unplanned.
There was no clear formula for introducing innovations for
learning and teaching in a broader institutional sense, nor was
there any innovation plan.
He said this has an impact on the diffusion process, which
was crucial to spreading awareness and use of the learning
innovation. The central decision-making unit of the university
tended to be ‘originator’ and ‘communicator’ of an innovation.

He took a pragmatic approach involving a primarily qualitative
case study including interviews and questionnaires supported by
document analysis over multiple sites.

Emeritus
Professors
The University recognises outstanding
achievement, exceptional service and
significant contribution through the
granting of Emeritus Professorships. In
2017, two distinguished educators from
the School of Education were honoured.

EMERITUS
PROFESSOR
JAN WRIGHT

for her sustained and
outstanding contribution to the study of
gender and social inequality in the field of
Education, and more specifically, physical
and health education, and her exceptional
service and dedication to the University of
Wollongong.

EMERITUS
PROFESSOR
BEV DEREWIANKA
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for her service and
dedication to this University, and
in recognition of her substantial
contributions to the field of literacy
research, curriculum and practice which
have influenced curriculum and syllabus
development in the English language
across Australia, the UK, Singapore, Hong
Kong and the USA.
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He found it was not so much the type of innovation and the time
it took for awareness in the region, but more the effectiveness of
the individual campuses driven by the central campus in order to
affect diffusion.
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THESIS TITLE: INNOVATION FROM A DISTANCE: A STUDY OF
DIFFUSION IN A REGIONAL UNIVERSITY.

Dr Hazelman said diffusion in this regional context was
adversely affected by geography, infrastructure and resource
differentials. He said that irrespective of location or confidence
in computer/technology use, awareness and use was tied to
relevance of the innovation to staff members’ work.
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